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Learning from Reviews across Southend, Essex and Thurrock
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The Safeguarding and Domestic Abuse Boards have noticed a common theme appearing in multiple reviews (Child Safeguarding Practice Reviews, Safeguarding Adult Reviews and Domestic Homicide Reviews) across both the children and adult sectors, and that is the concept of ‘Think Family’.

Think Family
Think Family means securing better outcomes for adults, children and families by coordinating the support and delivery of services from all organisations. When an individual first has contact with any service they should receive a welcome into a system of joined-up support and safeguarding together with coordination between adult and children's services. In order to achieve this, services must think about:
The family network - learning who is involved in an individual’s everyday life and working out the links between the different people, using genograms for example, bearing in mind there may be influential people in the family circle who don’t visit regularly (if they live abroad for example).
Cross-generational issues - including where family relationships and dynamics have been factors, such as where dementia has changed the family dynamics or when aging parents are unable to continue caring for their vulnerable adult children.
Best practice – such as ensuring there is an identified lead professional who co-ordinates the agencies involved especially where there are complex needs and having open and honest communication with the person you are working with and listen to the family.

Resources
To better understand the concept of Think Family we have created a suite of resources which can be used individually or in team meetings/development sessions to enhance the work you do and the outcomes for the people you work with.
1. Podcast
1. Podcast transcript
1. Video
For more information please visit the Essex Safeguarding Children Board website
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Guide for Domestic Abuse Victims about Services from the Department for Work and Pensions (DWP)


The DWP has updated the section within their guide on the removal of the spare room subsidy for domestic abuse victims.  From 1 October 2021, Universal Credit and Housing benefit claimants may be exempt from the removal of the spare room subsidy if they have a sanctuary scheme applied to their property.
The full DWP guide provides information for victims of domestic abuse about the services and support offered by DWP, which includes special conditions for:
1. Housing Benefit
1. Jobseeker’s Allowance
1. Employment and Support Allowance
1. Universal Credit
1. the benefit cap
1. removal of the spare room subsidy
1. Discretionary Housing Payments
1. migrant partner support
1. child maintenance
Please click here to find out more!


Women’s Aid launches #DeserveToBeHeard
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The new campaign calls for recognition of the impact domestic abuse has on the mental health of women and their children.
Domestic abuse has a significant, and often life-long, impact on the mental health of survivors and their children, and it does not go away once a survivor has left an abusive relationship. In new Women’s Aid research, almost half of women in refuge reported feeling depressed or having suicidal thoughts as a direct result of the domestic abuse that they experienced.
Campaign aims:
1. Change perceptions and attitudes towards survivors’ mental health which compound women’s trauma and inequality.
1. Secure sufficient funding to enable specialist women’s services – particularly those led ‘by and for’ Black and minoritised groups – to deliver vital mental health support and long-term healing.
Add your voice to the call by signing up to become a #DeserveToBeHeard campaigner today! Once you’ve signed up, you will receive a monthly newsletter, keeping you up-to-date with the latest campaign news, sharing useful resources, and supporting you to take action.


SETDAB Domestic Abuse E'learning Opportunities


The full range of our domestic abuse e-learning courses are currently available to access online, which cover the following topics:
1. Domestic Abuse Basic Awareness
1. LGBTQ+ Community and Domestic Abuse Awareness
1. Multi Agency Risk Assessment Conference (MARAC) Awareness
1. Domestic Abuse and Substance Misuse
The packages can be accessed, by professionals, via the ESCA academy partnership e-learning platform. This site is free to use for organisations across Southend, Essex & Thurrock. Please visit the site and register your details. 
To find out more please click on the appropriate link(s) above, for the course(s) you are interested in.
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The Home Office’s Perpetrator Research Fund is now live!
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The Government will award up to £1.5 million to support short-term research projects into DA perpetrators to inform future policy making & develop the evidence base.
Specifically, they would like to invite research proposals which will build their knowledge around the following areas.
Research Q1: Causes, drivers and aggravating factors of domestic abuse.
Research which increases our understanding of the long-term ‘causes’ of domestic abuse
Research Q2: Identifying perpetrators of domestic abuse
Research which builds our understanding of who perpetrators of abuse are, including the characteristics of perpetrators and numbers of perpetrators.
Research Q3: Interpersonal abuse in adolescent relationships
Research into the perpetration of domestic abuse in adolescent intimate-partner relationships. We are particularly interested in the risk factors which might make young people more vulnerable to domestic abuse.
Research Q4: What works in preventing offending
Research that expands our understanding of ‘what works’ for preventing abuse at different stages of victimisation.
Research Q5: Domestic abuse risk assessment
Research into domestic abuse risk assessment, looking at what works in terms of risk identification approaches and tools and analysis on the predictive validity of particular tools
Research Q6: Evaluation
Research into the effectiveness of perpetrator programmes. We are interested in understanding the impact that interventions can have in reducing the risk of (re-) offending.
Research Q7: Domestic Abuse-related suicides.
Research into the link between domestic abuse and suicide for perpetrators of domestic abuse and their victims.
For more information please click here!


Domestic Abuse Act 2021 – Commencement Schedule
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The Government has updated the commencement dates of the provisions of the Domestic Abuse Act 2021.  Key future dates of interest include:
	Sec.
	Activity
	Date(s)

	1-2
	Definitions of “domestic abuse” and “personally connected”
	1 October 2021

	3
	Children as victims
	Winter 2022

	4-21
	The Domestic Abuse Commissioner
	1 November 2021 

	22-56, Schedule 1
	Domestic Abuse Protection Notices and Domestic Abuse Protection Orders
	Early 2023

	57-61
	Local authority support
	1 October 2021

	62
	Special measures in criminal proceedings for offences involving domestic abuse
	Autumn/winter 2021/22

	63
	Special measures in family proceedings: victims of domestic abuse
	1 October 2021

	64
	Special measures in civil proceedings: victims of domestic abuse etc
	Spring 2022

	65
	Prohibition of cross-examination in person in family proceedings
	Spring 2022

	66
	Prohibition of cross-examination in person in civil proceedings
	Spring 2022

	67
	Orders under section 91(14) of the Children Act 1989
	Spring 2022

	68
	Controlling or coercive behaviour in an intimate or family relationship
	Spring 2022

	77
	Guidance about the disclosure of information by police forces
	Winter 2022

	79
	Grant of secure tenancies in cases of domestic abuse
	1 November 2021

	80
	Prohibition on charging for the provision of medical evidence of domestic abuse
	1 October 2021


To find out more please click here!


Changing Pathways job opportunity!
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Children and Young Persons Practitioner – Full Time – based in Thurrock. 37.5 hours per week, £22,851 per annum, permanent position

About the role
You will be responsible for providing support for children and young people residing within refuge accommodation.  You will work closely with refuge support practitioners to ensure all children and young people and their mothers are provided with appropriate interventions, based upon their individual needs to support their recovery from domestic abuse.
Changing Pathways are looking for an enthusiastic practitioner with experience in a refuge or supported housing environment and who is driven to achieve positive outcomes for survivors of domestic abuse and their children. 
The role will require you to be based in Thurrock.

About Changing Pathways
Changing Pathways is a place-based domestic abuse support charity that has been supporting survivors and their children in South Essex and Thurrock for over forty years. We have recently expanded to include services in Brentwood, Epping Forest and Harlow. To find out more about Changing Pathways please click here.

About You
You will be empathetic, non-judgemental and committed to Equality, Diversity and Inclusion policies and practices. 
You will also have an understanding of our core values:
1. Empower individuals to make their own choices in a safe environment to enable them to regain their independence.
1. Work with respect and dignity, valuing each individual’s experiences and circumstances and advocating for their unique needs.
1. Educate on the devastating impact that domestic abuse has on individuals, local communities and society.
1. Collaborate and work in partnership with other organisations to provide the best support for those impacted.
In return, Changing Pathways offer great employee benefits including employer pension contribution, generous holiday entitlement and a focus on learning and development.

How to Apply
For an informal discussion please contact Hannah at welcome@changingpathways.org or 01268 729707 Option 2.
Please apply directly on the Changing Pathways website https://changingpathways.org/jobs/
Applications should be received no later than 5pm on 13th October 2021.  This vacancy may close before the current listed closing date. If you intend to apply you are advised not to delay submitting your completed application.
Interviews may be held remotely via video.
Changing Pathways is committed to equality and diversity and welcomes applications from all sections of the community.
 The post will be subject to an enhanced DBS check and is open to women only (*Exempt under the Equality Act 2010 Schedule 9, Part 1).
For information in alternative formats (for example, in braille, large print or an electronic format), please email welcome@changingpathways.org
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